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Report given by the General Sacretzry of the Evangelical Church

Mekane Yesus, The Rev. Gudina Tumsa, at the Ethiopia Consultation

held on November 22 to 23, 1973, in Hannover, Germany.

Mr. Chairman, Christian Friends:

I have been very much delightad to see many familiar faces so
that I can relax among fri»snds and express my views on the present
situation in Ethiopia for which we are all here. I am very grateful
for th{ ¢ invitation. When the invitation letter by Mr. J.Gotthardt
reached our office I did not know much what it is all about that we
are expected to comz together with a view to discuss this type
of problem. After serious consideration, I came to realize that we
nave come to a stage where we have to face realities which histor-
ical development of our times has placed before us. Although, this
Consultation is dealing with the Ethiopian situation, problem of
this nature are not peculiar to Ethiopia, they arz somewhat inter-
national or world-wide, if we think in terms of the Third World.
Whatever we may talk here, I hope, will not only lead or lay
foundation for future bettzr relationships betwe=n the Evangzslical
Church Mekane Yesus and the organizations here in Germany, but also
may indicate or give some hints in finding solutions to problems
of relationships with others as well. Because of the nature of the
problem we are dealing with and since the questions were supposed
to find solutions for, during this Consultation wesrz2 not clearly .
indicated, I am not going to present some kind of a written lecture,
but simnly take up some points which I consider to be relevant for
considération by this Consultation. To these points which I try to
raise from the stand point of view of the ECMY, I would like to
invite questions so that a monologue may be avoided and an atmosphere

for a real dialogue whers we may exchange views and ideas in our

common inter2st may prevail.

In case interasts are 2xpressed in getting in a written form,
what I am now presenting orally, I would be ready to make it
available to you.

Let me just try then how the situation stands in Ethiopia today.
The SCMY is one of the national churches emerging in the Third World.
This has not come suddenly about, but it is the natural growth of the
activities of Lutheran Missions in Ethiopia. The Lutheran Missions

have laboured in Ethiopia beginning about the start of the present

centrury and groups of Christians were formed, almost in all parts
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of our country. For their past labour, I must say, we give full
credit to the Missionary Societies, who worked in Ethiopia, regard-
less of where they came from. They served, and their ministry was
blessad with the establishment of the Evangelical Church Mekane

Yesus as one of the fast growing national churches in the Third
World.

Now, after making such stat ements when I come up with
some critical points, I hope that nobody may take this as an attack
against a particular mission organization thereby misinterpreting
the interest of the ECMY in the task of proclaming the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in our country. The interest of the ECMY, l2t me say,
stands as it is. We are interested in using whatever resources we
may find to preach the Gosnel and to serve those who are around
us i that particular society, whete we belizve we have been placed
by God and giveh responsibility to carry out as we understand it

from dur point of view.

The Swedish Evangelical Mission and the German Hermannsburg
Mission started preaching the Gospel in the Western part of Ethiopia
before World War II, or rougHly put, about the beginning of this
century. Because of the II World War the Luthzran Missions were
forced out of the country. The Ethiopians who had no where to go
took the responsibility of spreading the Gospel upon themselves in
the areas where they lived. This is the beginning for the spreading
of an indigenous groups of belizvers in our country Iinspite of. those
bitter days. This is to say that indigenous groups of believers
formed themselves during the II World War. After the War, other
Lutheran Missions started working in various areas of Ethiopia.

For the first time in 1§57, indigenous groups of believers came
together from different parts of Ethiopia to form the Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus. At the second M=eting in 1958, the Constitution
of the ECMY was signed. The Constitution of the ECMY was ragistered
by the Imperial Ethopian Government and the ECMY was recognized

as a national Church. At this point the tasks which the Lutheran
Missions *tare carrying out in the various parts of the country

was shared by the ECMY and the two, the Lutheran Missions on the

one hand and the ECMY on the other, continued alongside eachother.
Since it was understood that the Lutheran Missions and the ECMY roric
Loz tcdentical purpose the Church and the Lutheran Missions
signed an Integration Policy in 1969, ther=by the ECQMY taking over
the various activities of the Lutheran Missions in Ethiopia. April
1969, when the Integration Policy was signed and registered at

e Teoerial Ethionian High Court. th2 Lutheran Missions ceased to
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Now comes the crucial point: In our opinion Integration means -
that foreign organizations on the Ethiopian soil have ceased to :
?xist and that the Church is responsible for any type of attivity
in the country. 'hatever assistance we may get, we thought wéuld
be an assistance on temporary basis, because we are in need of
resources in personnel and fininces to discharge our responsibility.

Our understanding is that the responsibility of preaching the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and serving the Ethiopian people, rest wi th the
Evangelicai Church Mekane Yasus, and any assistance in whatever

form it may be, is 4n assistahce given to the Church to help her

to discharge her responsibility in the country. Now, Integrgtion
Policdy became some sort of a test casz in our situation. The way

we understood it, is diffztretit; from the way Co-onmerating Missions
understood itl

I thihk this is one of the point to be discussed here. Being
a pational Church is neither for the sake of pfestige nor having
institutions, to impress the society at large. A national charactery, .
identity and integrity are a must for a Church in a given society

if she is to fulfil the commission of her Lord.

The ECMY has to realize har selfhood and identity which we feel
is very important, if this Church is to exist in the future on the
Ethiopian soil. This is to say that the ECMY can never be an agent

for rich Mission Organizations, Donor Agencies and Churches.

What has caused the present discussion, is what is called by
the Missionsanstalt Hermannsburg, the “"General Agreement'" sighed
with the Western Synod. Neither the so called, Gen=ral Agreement
nor the letter of Mr.Welge has created any new situation. Both
these documents have accelerated a process which was bound to
come about any time. Unfortunately, I am very much limited on
as far as the lstter of Mr.Welge goes. This letter is
.J.Gotthardt on his visit

information,
a reply to 2 report which was given by Mr

to Ethiopia.
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d :
evelopment of this Church. The so called General Agreement signed
between the Missionsanstalt Hermannsburg

: and the Jdestern S
was submitted to our office e

) . s and 1t has been expressed in writing
o the Synod with copies to the Missionsanstalt H2rmannsburg in

Germany and Evangelical Lutheran Chutch of Hannover, that the
LS |

document was illegall The reasons fot considering the document

to be illegal, I should indicate in the following lines.

I As I have just stated, when groups of believers came
together from various parts of Ethiopia to form, the Hvangelical
Church Mekane Yesus, in 1958, her Constitution was accepted by

the Imperial Ethiopian Government, and the law of the Country
recognizes the ZCMY as one legal entity in Ethiopia. The Synods
are understood by her Constitution as integral parts of the ECMY,
Since in the Constitution, the law of the Country recognizes one
national Church, the ECMY as a legal entity, the so called,General
Agreement concluded between the MAH and the Western Synod is illegal
before the law of Zthiopia. This is to say that according to the > e
law of the Country one can nzver deal with an organization vhich

the Government has not accepted and registered as a national
organization in the Country. Unless one represents an organization
recognized by the law, onz has nothing to represent, but himself.
Befors the law of the Country there is no organization called the
Western Synod. What the law of the Country recognizes is a legal
entity called "The Bvangelical Church Mekane Yesus' with her

Synods. Whether the Synods of the ECMY are five or six or ten,

or whether they are big or small, is a different matter, but the
law recogniz2s one Nat ional Church. Therefore, if this illegal
document callzd the General Agreement comes into light it may
implicate the ECMY into matters of illegal nature, contrary to the
jaw of the Country, when one of her Synods conclude an Agreement

with an organization which does not exist in the Country.

2. MAH, did not act only against the law of the Country,
the MAH acted contrary to the letter and the spirit of the
Constitution of the ECMY. We are criticizing the MAH for making
all efforts to divide the Church by applying "The Machiavelian
philosophy of divide and rule'", influencing one section of the

Church to maintain h2r own interest - domination.

i i i ovema2nts
3, There arz universal trends in ecumznical mo

towards Church unity in todays world. Desire for unity is strong

i i lities. Inspite of
everywhere regardlass of denominational loya 'E

ivisi i h, which is
ing for a division of a National Church, whic

AH is work )
these M/ “a41.. ~m~ Thie is morally wrong in our
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opinion. This is our reply to the General Agreement and the

General Agreement is in our opinion illegal, unconstitutional
and immoral,

I should say something about the letter that Mr.Welge
has written:

First, Mr.Welge argues that the Western Synod is related
to the ECMY, he doesn't say the Western Synod of the 3iICMY, but
related. That is, the pharse he is using. If I am misquoting
him, then it is due to the translation and let him defend himself.
At least this is the way we understand him. In the course of his
argument Mr.Welge sta es that the ECMY has some kind of federa-
listic structure which he sees as loopholes to strengthzn his
contention. In another place in his letter he speaks about the
Federation of churches. To say that the ECMY is Federation of
churches is not true. This is, because according to the law of
Ethiopia to form a federation there must be legal entities to
come together. One can never form 3 federation unless there are N ®
legal entities to come together and form another organization.

This is impossible. The Mekanz Yesus Church is not a federation

of churchzs, but one Church established on democratic principles.
But the ECMY is not trying to dictate what her Synods are doing.
The tasak of the ECMY is divided in such a way that international
relationships and ecumenical affairs which have been clearly stated
in our Constitution as well as policy matters with regard to the
Imperial Ethiopian Government are taken care of by the Central
Office of the Church. Now, this is compl=ztely misunderstood.Rather
than taking the democratic principl=s on which the Church was -
established stating that our Synods are free, and have the freedom
to act in their own areas, to develop their work, to preach the
Gospel, to establish hospitals, to establish Bible Schools, to
undertake community development Projects as provided in the Const-
itution. Our Church is defined by Mr. Welge as a federation of

of Lutheran Churches which does not exist in the Country. Mr .Welge
disregar ds Article IV of the Constitution, where it is stated
clearly: that international relationships, ecumenical affairs and
governmental questions are taken care of by the Church. This Article
of the Constitution has no place in the argument of Mr.Welge.
Mr.Welge finds in Article V of the Constitution of the Church,
statements which declare that the Synods of the ECMY can rup

hospitals and schools and institutions. From this Article V, he

contends that the WS can act as if there is nothing in the Constitutio

This I consider to be unfair. It is not only unfair, but also

hristian to find loopholes, where there are clear-cut statements,

unc
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Second, The second argument for Mr. Welge is found
in the Integration Document which he sees as replacement
for the Constitution of the Church. He maintains that the
relationships between the Synods of the ECMY and the f ormer 3 ~
mission organizations in Ethiopia were provided for in this
Docum2nt of legal character, ;

Let me tell you briefly how we understand the Integration
Document. The Integration Document was drafted and signed in ¥

April 1969. Article III in the Integrat ion Document deals with

ruw

the interim period of time from the datzs of signature of the

Document until all programs are taken over by the various

Synods of the Church from their respective supporting Lutheran
Missions, from Mission Organizations in Ethionia. This is how
we understand the Document. Since the last Institutions and

Programs have been integrated ibout the beginning of this yenr, *
the Programs taken over by our Synods, we eonsider the Integration
Document as having fulfilled its purpose. It has no bearings * °

any longer, it has served its purpose. From a lagal point of view _
as far 1s we are concerned relationships between the Church :
and international organizations are taken care of by the }

Central Office of the Church.

Syven if I am not a lawyer, but a theologian this is so clear
as far as the law of our country is concerned. Before the law
of the country if there is a document contrary to, by which
an organization is guided, the second document, in this case
the Integration Document, contradicting the Constitution of
the Church, must be adjusted. This is to say, any Document
of legal character must be changed to be in conformity with
the Constitution of the Church, otherwise it would not be
valid. I hope you understand the points of my argument in this

case.

Third, The ECMY has a Constitution which is recognized by
the Imperial Ethiopian Govermm=nt, as 2 legal Document, not for
a certain period of time, but we believe as long as the Clmreh
is interested in the pres2nt structures or as long as the present
law in the country exists. Looked at from this point of view

the conviction of Mr.Welge has no basis, invalid.

Fourth, Mr. Welge refers to what he calls "Minutes from the
Board Committez.'" Let ma just blindly say that we ar=2 not aware
of what he called a Board Committee. The ECMY doaa\pot recognize
any Board Committee formed by Missions anywhere. A letter was

addressed to us some time ago by the LWF,Department of Church




Co-operation, suggesting to us to set up some kind of an
organization similar to that of the dvangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania, the Joint Board Committee etc.You are

all familiar with that structure. We replied to the LUF

stating that we have already enough problems with the existing

organizations. It is not in our best interest to set up another

structure in Geneva, in Sweden, in Norway or in Germany. We

want to deal with the orgdnizations who are interested in working

in Ethiopia individuallyi: This I think, is not very important,
. but I am trying to show that domekind of this Board Commit tee
or whatever it m&y bey, has no place in our opinion. Wz are not
even aware of what it is, the dosument to which Mr.Welge refers.
I think, one can contaznd a full day on the logic that Mr.Welge
has followed in his argument.

Fifth, Mr.Welge states in one paragraph of his letter that
the Missionsanstalt Hermannsburg would not want to interfzr into
the internal matters of the ECMY, He szes the position of MAﬁ )
as neutral, in what he calls "struggle for power, ' between the
Western Synod and the Central Office of the Church. Having
stated that the MAH is nesutral in what he alleged '"conflict
for centralization'", he contradicts himself by trying to justify
the involvement of the MAH in an illegal way in the affairs of
the 3CMY, He argues that since about 50% of the constituency of
] the SCMY is from the WS, what the WS says should have more weigh
As you see then he goes out as far as I uderstand from the stric
legal point, wishing to put us under pressur2 so that he can argy
from a strong position, This is how an Ethiopian undevstands th
argument of the letter. But now to say that the MAH is n=autral,
is not involvad in the internal affairs of the Church is, I thin
not true. The MAH is not only involved in the present problem,
but has laid foundation for it. As I have stated esarlier MAH is
interested in dividing the 3CMY, thereby strengthening her
domination. Mr. Welge alleges that there is a tensiom or conflic
for centralization or decentralization. Our interest is in
implementing our Constitution.Anyone who has taken 2 look at thc
Constitution of the ECMY may see that there is nd indication fc
centralization. We have no interest for it. I would not like
to state this here. We are tired of centralization, we are not
in it, we have enough axperience of what dentralizat

interested

means. My contention is that there is no indication or justific

for what Mr.Welge has written, as far as our deazings with our

1 Synods or with international organizations go.
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What we are trying to do, Gentlemen, is, to implement our
Constitution, which Mr.Welge is striving to avoid. This is the e
way we understand it: WJe are contending that the Integration
Document has placed the MAH on the international lavel, as far
as we are concerned. MAH is here in Germany, Swedish Evangelical
Mission is in Stockholm. Now, what we are saying is that these
Missions are inteknational organizations and the Constitution
of thé Church applies. To avoid the main issue, Mr.Welge,
concentrates oh the relatiohships between the Western Synod
and the Central Office of the SCMYi From his argument you get
the impression that ECMY Has been formed by someone else other
than the Congregations of the Church. 7%The present structure
of the BECMY has been established by the General Assembly of the
Church which meets bi-annually, where all the Congregations of the
Church are represented in accordance with the Constitution, by
which we are bound to be guided. In the Constitution, areas of

responsibility have be2n defined as regayds the presant set ups

Sixth, In light of this thz way we are understood from
abroad is mistaken. This mistaken view is maintained not only
by MAH but by others.What Mr. Welge is interested in is, a
Federation of Lutheran Churches in Ethiopia. I wouldn't like
to dwel on this point, but Mr.Welge's argument falls into
pieces when he wants to create a neutral position for MAH,
while quoting all these Documents to justify the involvement
of the MAH in the affairs of the ECMY in unconstitutional mann2r,
This is to say that his argum2nt that the Synods are réacting
against centraliza®ion is naither convincing nor justfiable. °
Not at all.

We have come to this point in the historical development of
the ECMY. What is the crucial point here? What is at stake in .
the life of the ECMY? At present what is at stake in the life
of the ECMY is the identity of a National Church. As I have
stated already, we would not like to be, can never be an agent
for rich mission organizations, donor agencies and churches.
Let it be clear to all that the ECMY is not an agent to carry
out policies and decisions taken in Europes or America nor is
the ECMY willing to fulfil the purpose of international organ-
izations which appears to be contrary to what she holds to be

right. We want to be ourselves. We have come to this stage in

our historical development, where as a national Church we ha&e

to maintain integrity and assert maturity. The ECMY has come of
age, we are not children to be told how to behave. We arg not ready
to accept a statement that we are immature to understand the

Constitution by which we are guided that somebody in Germany
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interprets our Constitution for us and say to us: Now you are
mistaken boy, go and bchave yourself well,This kind of paternal-
istic, colonial attitude can never be tolerated, can never be
accepted: This is to be undarstood clearly, that the SCMY as I
have just stated, is not an agent for the organizations you are
representing; there is no doubt about that. The ECMY is a National
Church. Whethet we get an assistance from you or not, we are
determined to sactifice in serving our people. We are r=ady to
discuss argue and exchange views and ideas as mature people,

on equal l»=vel with you. If our interests happen to coincide

we would be ready to work together, to serve the Sthiopian

people as we understand it. But never as an agent like some

people who work for German or American compaines in Ethiopia.

The Church of Jesus Christ can never be used as an agent by

anyone except for the One who has died for her. Using the Church
as an agent is not in agreement with our theological understanding.
What makes the Church is not the funds she has, no, what makes

the Church is thz faith that she has in the Gospel of Jesus <
Christ, her confession Jesus as her Lord and Saviour, which
liberates man, this is what we believe. Inspite of this we

are told that we cannot understand our Constitution by which

we are being guided and warned to behave ourselves. We are

told that whatever Agreements arz signed with non-existent
organizations are valid for us. We are told that we can not

manage our own affairs on International level, we are told that

we can .not take care of our own activities on Int=zrnational
level, we are told that we can not take care of our own
activities in our Country, and therefore, nced advice from

abroad, specially from MAH,

\

Seventh, The MAH claims to represent the interest of the
ECMY before German Organizations. This is an attack upon our
maturity integrity and identity. We are mature enough, not only
to take care of our own business, but also mature enough to
contribute to International efforts in finding solutions to the
problems of our day. The Paper which wz have sent out, is
calling you to take a fresh look at what you arz practicing,
your structures. The division that you have made between what
you call body and soul is unfair to man. Now we are, telling you
that there is a contradiction in your thinking. I am sorry to
say this, but I think, it is just when I make such a statemént
that you take the matter seriously. Criticism is healthy when
taken in a right way. I hope, you will understand me. Qn Sundays'
you confess that you believe in the r=surrection of the\body,
Anrina tha rast of the week, vou tell thz world that the body
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preach the Gospel, the most important thing in the world. Ferx
us it is very difficult to disszct human life into various
parts, ministering to one asp2ct while naglecting the other.
Man is creatzad by God as a totality. What we confess on 1
Sundays' as tha resurrection of the body should bz practicedduring
the we2k mnust be an conformity with the Biblical understandinc

of 'man, what we confess and what w2 beliesve in our daily life

must be in conformity. We must be considered as mature people. :
To consider the ECMY as an immature Church, which cannot handle
her own affairs, cannot be justified at all. I would be happy ?
to listen to anyone he2re, whether from MAH or Swedish Evangelical
Mission or all of you here, address any sort of criticism that

you may have as far as my Church is concernad. As I have just
stated taking criticism, arguing, establishing reasoned pclicy

is a sign of maturity and my Church is mature enough for such

a rzasoning. The statement I have made on behalf of my Church will
be justified on this basis. To say that people from Third World,
will be offznded if criticism addressed to tham is, in my opinion
an unfounded emotional expression - contrary to maturity bas=d 3

reasonable discussions. We are mature enough to accept criticism

on
in case it is justfiable, we ar= mature enough to stand criticism,
to correct our mistak=2s and r=ady to reach an agrzement with anyone

who is interested in co-operating with our Church. Let me say it
again no one can embarrass or offend us as far as our Church is
concernad, even if strong criticism, is addressed, to us. This

should be considerad to be a sign of maturity.

I must emphasize this, again and again, we would not like 2

to bz considerzd children. Paul said, to the Corinthians, now

I have to feed you strong food, not only milk. Now let me assure
ybu, we have passed that stage of being fed with milk, What we
nz2ed now is strong food.I would not like to take more time on i

this,

The 3iICMY have come of age. I have touched on the Document }
of the ECMY, which is being studied by various groups in this :
country as well as in others, I wanted to accentuate the points :
raised in the documznt. According to the information recsived X
from the Lutheran World Federation, thare are groups who !
interprete the docum2nt according to their own taste - to étrengthé
their own positions. Reaction Papzrs and latters to the ECMY 3

document forwarded to us by thz LWF show that some of the groups

say, now come back to the saving of the souls “hicﬁ\you have
= -—=4++~n! Tha Molkane Yasus Church is calling your attention

L
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development is the most important thing under heaven. What
Africans need is development. We are interpreted in four i
or five ways and perhaps in many more ways, because the E
Western nind is good at interpreting documents, ineluding

the M2kane Yesus Paper. Of course this is good, not bad at E
all,

What we are calling your attention to, is Ladies and
Gentlemen, to reconsider your criteria, your views, and we

are asking you to reconsider your whole assumption. Onz of

the points in the questionnaire of the LWF circulated to

the member * churches of the Federation defines: '"Proclamation'

as spiritual activity. When I read this I said this is ridiculous.
I should have been cohsultad by Geneva people before the question-
naire were sent outl "Ptoclamation " as we understand it, is :
based on Luke 4, where it stat 2s the blinds receivz sight, the ¥
poor hear good naws, the oppressad given liberty, prisoners saot
free. You know that text. Now to us proclamation is not somekind

of spiritual activity as understood by thz Western mind, But ith”

is a saving power to rcalse man from in whatever conditions

in which he finds himself, it involvas the total human personality.
To this I assume we will hav2 the chance of replying, making our
position clear at the forthcoming Consultation. Although I am

not informed of the month, thz Consultation may be called in the

eours2 of the coming summer.

At this time I wish to point out something as far as develop-
ment programs go. I know that we are just exchanging views, ideas
and a lot of questions are going to be raised in the course of -
this Consultation. As I stated already before we went for lunch,
the ECMY is receiving a substantial amount of funds from the
Western churches and organizations to serve the 3thiopian people.
These have been trezmendous contributions, certainly, in improving
the living conditions of our people and to lay down a foundation
for a higher future development, we have to think in terms of
a longer period of time. Of this I have to remind you. During
the last LWF Assembly in 1970, the Presid ent of the ECMY has
presentad a very short paper in vh ich he has indicated that
development Projects for the Third World, and particularly,
let us say, for Ethiopia, must be planned from the grass-roots
level. The second point raised in the President's paper is that
development cannot take place over night. It needs a longer
pariod of time, It is a painful undertaking. In many cases you
have to change the attitudz of many people. You need. a certain

p2riod of time to talk to people that poverty is not a natural
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phenom2na, but historical condition, which can be changed

if the people concerned are willing. There was someone ’

in the Assembly who has paid a serious attention to the

point raised by the President of the ECMY and as a result
now we are running, what we call 'Rural Development Project"
~ Henna Pilot Project. Of course, this does not mean from our
side bigger Projects, which will require bigger amount of
grants for development Projects. What I am saying is this,

that the time element involved is very important,

Let us say that tetms of three or four years period may
not achicve the desired result, Let us say half a million
DM planned for a period of t#h years may achizve a batter
result rather than the one planned for five years. When
we know that, we deal with people in Ethiopia, not with
advanced peoplz in Germany, but people who cannot read and
write in many cases, who are not informed, who have no

background, that the time element deserves our serious

attention. ..

Mr. Chairman, we all have common interest in Zthiopia,
as Church body w2 want to contribute to the cause of the

romotion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in my Country, which

p
3thiopian society,

means from our point of view liberating the

from their living conditionse It is through such a total service

to the total man that a just society may be evolved in Ethiopia,

I would invite questions, any questions will not embarrass

I will try to justify the statzment I have made
em I would admit that I am mistaken.

or offend me.
here. If I cannot justify th
In the course of this Consultation my statements will be justifi=d

by argument. Thank you, Mr.Chairman.




